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Would, he have us enhance the present enormous revenues of
the Mahomedan and Hindu establishments by an additional
money graht ? Or would he desire us to discontinue the al-
lowances made to Christian ministers mainly for performing
religious' services to our Christian officials and soldiers ? The
latter alternative has probably^suggested itself to an influential
party in England; for returns showing the total annual expen-
diture on account of Christian ecclesiastical purposes have
been called for by Parliament, and the English Nonconformists
are naturally deliberating whether the British Government
shall not be pressed to cut off all this subvention from the
State to the Churches in India.

Now the expediency of pajdng chaplains for the .British army
is not-liEely to be questioned; and as to the general provision
by the State for ministry to different Christian sects in India,
this is not the place for discussing either the system, of Church
establishment, or that of concurrent dotation* But it is worth
while to point out that if the English Parliament determines to
suppress altogether (as the Comtists would say) the theologic
budget in India, this affirmation of the principle involved will
inevitably bring to the front, sooner or later, a much larger and
more serious question; for it is not easy to see how the
Christian ecclesiastic allowances can be forbidden except on
the broad principle that the State has no business to recognise
or support any particular religious sentiment, and that it is
mere indirect persecution to tax a man for contributions toward
ihe maintenance of liturgies from which he dissents. That
principle might be logical enough, but then it hardly admits of
partial application; we can hardly strain at such a gnat as this
budget allotment to Christianity, and swallow such camels a$
the Mahomedan and Hindu endowments. It is of little use to
relieve the native conscience of the burden of contributing
towards a Protestant bishop, if we still leave the people paying
rates and taxes indiscriminately to idols and to Islam, without
the remotest connection between the creed of the individual tax-
payer and the creed which his money may go to support. But a
motion in England to forbid the Indian Government from dis-
bursing public money to any religious institution would not find